































Due to the Great East Japan Earthquake which struck on 
March 3, 2011, there was damage in the afflicted area to a great 
many cultural properties, which are not only the foundation for 
the identity and pride of the people of the region, but also pre-
cious assets held in common by the nation as a whole. For this 
reason, centering on agencies such as the Committee for Salvaging 
Cultural Properties Affected by the 2011 Earthquake, organized 
at the request of the Agency for Cultural Affairs, a cultural prop-
erties rescue project (for carrying out the conservation, salvaging, 
and emergency treatment, etc.) involving both the government 
and citizens en masse has been underway, with the Nara National 
Research Institute for Cultural Properties also participating.
With activity at the Ishinomaki Culture Center on April 20 
leading off as the start of the rescue project, from the latter part 
of May three or four researchers were dispatched by the Institute 
to the region from Monday through Friday every week. In cases 
where rescue operations for buried cultural properties in particu-
lar were anticipated, they assumed the lead role and took respon-
sibility for the exploratory investigation and determination of 
the working plan. As a result, 36 staffs participated in the rescue 
project ultimately included 12 destinations centering on Miyagi 
prefecture and extended over 239 days.
In addition, rescue work was conducted for documentary ma-
terials that were water-damaged in the disaster. As water-logged 
written materials can be affected by outbreaks of mold, and in 
some cases decomposition, after freezing the materials with co-
operation from the private sector as a means for temporary safe-
keeping, the freeze-drying was then conducted in orderly fashion. 
Also, for items that were finished drying, cleaning such as washing 
the mud was done with the aid of volunteers, so that these materi-
als could be returned to the region in slightly better condition.
In order to restore damaged cultural properties to their former 
condition, it is necessary to conduct full-scale restoration work. 
Preparations are also needed on a daily basis with regard to how 
cultural properties can be protected against disaster, which may 
occur anytime in unpredictable fashion.
文化財レスキュー事業 Cultural Properties Rescue Project 
瓦礫からの文化財の回収
Recovering of cultural properties from rubble
真空凍結乾燥機への搬入作業
Bringing the materials into the Vacuum Freeze Dryer
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